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MY NAME HEY, SAIKE, 
YOU SAY THANKS FOR 
IS SAIKE THANKS BUYING VOLUME 
KUZUSHIRO. TOo! ONE OF “SAIKE 





MATA SHITEMO!” 


SHOULD BE 
SOMEONE 
WHO FIGHTS 
FOR JUSTICE 
OR LOVE, 


, v, S IM 
BUT I’M if NX 
REALLY NOT I) geen 
SURE HOWI | |\\\ e CHARACTER 
GOT THAT ‘ OF THIS 


JOB. SERIES... 


IM JUST A 
COMPLETELY 
ORDINARY 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
STUDENT. 


ARE YOU 
READERS 
EXPECTING 
SOMETHING 
FROM ME? 


WHO'D WANT 
TO READ 
ABOUT MY 
LIFE? 
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BWEMD\< HEO'S BSUS 4 TED? 


YOU BE 
THE MAIN / 
CHARACTER 
INSTEAD. 





Y 1000 | CAN'T 


EVEN oe 
DOIT, | 3 
YOU'tL 


ey | YOU CAN'T 
THERE'S J }\ SWAP OUT 
TOO MUCH ©) THE MAIN 

CHARACTER 


IN THE FIRST 
VOLUME! 


| PRESSURE! 
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A 
a, 


PLEASE ENJoY THE SERIES! 


IF THE AUTHOR HAD SAIKE’S POWER... 


| RETURN TO PANEL 1 TO PANEL 1. 





WAIT, 


WHAT ARE 
YOU EVEN 


SAYING! 
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YOU SHOULD 
DO YOUR BEST 
TO MAKE YOUR 

DREAM COME 

TRUE! 


| ANYTHING | 
LIKE THAT. 
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I’M A THIRD 
YEAR IN 
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yan TO NON- 
= |} JAPANESE 
Tad MUSIC AS 

" APART | 
OF MY | 



















NOT A B/G \\Neeaae pally N\ 
DEAL OR \\x* . - ROUTINE. WZ 


ANYTHING.| 








BB is abike Luse every day. 
jad ¢ap your father drives? 


ong thoy like is very 
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he lives in is vers 


Bhi a - 
a book she wrote \ey J A 74 


I LOVE 
) \ STUDYING. 
LI ESPECIALLY | \ c 
LOVE TAKING 
NOTES DURING 









WAY ARENT | 
I EATING 
LUNCH WITH 
EVERYONE 













I’VE BEEN 
REALLY’ 
CAPTIVATED 
BY DIFFERENT 
TYPES OF 
PRINT LATELY. 





HEY... DO 
YOU HAVE A 
NOVEL OR 
SOMETHING 
YOU GOULD 

RECOMMEND? 








WHEN I’M 
EATING \x 
ATI | SS 
TAKE TIME 

TO READ. 
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| heh } | ONGER ' 
HUMAN 





| LTS NOT \ 
| ABIG \ 
DEAL. 





WHO HASN'T 


HANDED IN os ysULIATION 


ASPIRATIONS 
SHEET ‘YET, | | . ~—_— | 
RIGHT? = | YOU REALIZE 


“THEIR CAREER | || || (ier: 


~L_ ) YOU'RE THE 
“| ONLY ONE 


LIKE, WHAT 
| DO YOU WANT 


~\ DO YOU WANT | 
\ TO BECOME? 
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THIS IS A yo RO fae ANYTHING, BE. 
PROBLEM... : Om Be \ YOU KNOW? 


















LOOK AT 

THAT! IT'S 
STANDING 
STRAIGHT 


WwHOOOA! 
KUZUSHIRO! 










EVEN IF IT’S JUST 
ONE THING, YOU 
SHOULD FIND 
SOMETHING THAT 

COMPLETELY 
SNATCHES YOUR | 
ATTENTION. 






IS A 
PERSON 
WITHOUT A 
DREAM NO 
LONGER 
HUMAN? 











YOU ONLY 
GET TODO | 
LIFE ONCE. 










HAVE YOU 
GIVEN UP ON 
EVERYTHING 
BEFORE EVEN 

STARTING? 





YOU REMIND 
ME OF MYSELF 
FROM A LONG 
TIME AGO. 













KUZU- 
SHIRO.... 
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TODAY'S THE 
FIRST BREAK 
FOR THE ART 
CLUB THIS 
MONTH! 


I’M FINE 
EITHER 





\ EEEH!? YOU 


HAVEN'T 
) DECIDED ON 
J YOUR CAREER 
\ YET!? 


PIPE 
IT POWN, 
| DOESN'T = WILL 
| EVEN MATTER, YOU? 





THEN SHOULD 
T ASSUME 
YOU'VE 
ALREADY 
DECIDED, 






_ OBVIOUSLY! 
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I’M GOING 
TO USE MY 
ARTISTIC 
STRENGTHS 
TO GET INTO 
KURIYAMA 










DRAWINGY!.| 


AG 






THAT ' 
PLACE HAS A | 
PRETTY HIGH 


; sol WONDER GRADES... 
IF YOU'LL 
“, BE OKAY... 


SO NO 
MATTER 
HOW HARD 
IT 1S, TL 





YOU ONLY 
GET TO PO 
LIFE ONCE. 






OH, THAT'S 
RIGHT! EVEN IF IT’S JUST 
ONE THING, YOU 
SHOULD FIND 
SOMETHING THAT 
COMPLETELY 
SNATCHES YOUR 
ATTENTION. 
aS 
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OUR CLUB 
PRESIDENT LOVES 
THE OCCULT. 





APPARENTLY | 
PREZ SAW 
SOMETHING 
WEIRD AT 
MOGURA 
POND DOWN 
| IN THE THIRD 
f wHaT Do You DISTRICT! 
THINK ABOUT 
THAT, SAIKE? A 





SURE IT | | 









WASN'T IT WAS A | 
| A KAPPA? PERSON... 
} 16 A PERSON | 
WALKING ON TOP 
—. / = SURFACE! 
| SOMEONE [> ) i 
WALKING | 
| ON THE } 


| WATERS? 


IT WASN'T | 
| A KAPPAY | 


ors 




















NO MATTER 
HOW LONG WE 
SIT AND WATCH, I 
DON'T THINK THAT 
KAPPA'S GONNA 
SHOW UP. 
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\ I'M TELLING 
YOU, IT'S 


LET’S HEAD BACK 






| ALREADY... MY |f/ : 
~ ~\ PHONE’S ALMOST Ky r., 
DEAD, TOO. / I 
: ‘aa 
hl 
ae Sd 


io) 
; ¥ iy 7 4 , 
HMz YOU y | — | { \ 
FINALLY i 


\ GIVE UP? 













Y'KNOW, 
YOU'RE 
PRETTY 

AMAZING, 





YOU CAN’T THINK 
bis es OF YOURSELF AS 
THAT’S \ = %) “A PERSON WITH 
A BIG >| NOTHING” OR “A 
NO-NO. ~ \ PERSON WITH NO | 
: \ DREAMS.” 





MAYBE 
YOU DON’T 
REMEMBER 
THIS ANY- 


BUT ALONG MORE... 
TIME AGO, I 

—4 WAS DROWNING 
= | IN THIS POND... 
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R 
-\ THOUGH? | 












/ YoU 
SAVED ME, | 







I MEAN YOU 
TOTALLY’ 
COULDN'T 

SWIM EITHER! 









' $0 YOU ENDED 
UP ALMosT | 2, 
| DROWNING TOo. JX 


























I’M YOUR | 
CHILDHOOD THERE ARE LOTS | | 
a ee OF THINGS THAT || 
ONLY YOU CAN | 

NO WAY IT CAN DO, SAIKE! 


BE WRONG! 
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THE ONE 
THING YOU 









SURE 











YOUW’LL 
THAT NO ONE [)~ 





ONE ELSE DAY.... 


CAN DO!! 











DID YOU 


P . by / " ! j ¥ 
“a ~ x Y ‘ ? 
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WAY YVA x 4 of 
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BRING ME y 
Sh HERE JUST 
TO SAY- Si 
S 
] 






AH! I’M SO 
THIRSTY! 
LETS BUY 

SOME JUICE 

AND HEAD 
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‘ PZ. j 
Vy \ 
We AAAAY. Li # 
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Pe | Sreear SUPER 
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a a a a obs 





es 
biped 
{ | 


| 
LIVES CAN - F meg S| ‘ 
BE ENDED F | | )* |e F 


wa or i 














__| SO WE DONT | 
| REALIZE THAT 





Semmes WE THINK 
ETL WELL ALWAYS | 
(———|_ BE HERE... 






UNTIL 
SOMEONE 
ELSE NO | 
LONGER IS. 


BECAUSE 
LI LOVE 
DRAWING! 












I’M GOING 
TO USE MY 
ARTISTIC 
STRENGTHS 
“10 GET INTO 
\ \ KURIYAMA ai? 
: HIGH! ly 





— 3} THERE ARE | 


I’M YOUR 

CHILDHOOD LOTS OF 
FRIEND, SO THINGS 
IFISAY IT, 7 J THAT ONLY 
THERE'S NO YOU CAN 


WAY IT-CAN 


Al DO, SAIKE! | 
BE WRONG! (} | 
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x 
RS 
> > 
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AWAY... 









50 NO 










MATTER \ \ \ 7AIS Is 
HOW HARD \\ |) \ WHAT 
[T1S, Tl x T LOVE 
po my (3 TO DO, 


FUTURE 


| WAS FILLED % 
WITH 
HOPE. 





ABSOLUTELY. hy 
NOTHINGHY- 
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| i - | 





LISTENING 
TO NON- 
JAPANESE 
MUSIC IS MY 
DAILY ROUTINE? | 


BUT 
i, WHEN 

THAT WAS izes COMES. 

JUST AN | 

EXCUSE I ‘mars 

MADE FOR \ HE ENE 

MYSELF. 17] ini 





I WAS JUST 
JUSTIFYING 
THE FACT THAT 
I DIONT 
EXCHANGE 
| GREETINGS WITH 
ANYONE AND 
KEPT TO 
LISTENING 
TO ROCK | PLEASE DON'T 
SONGS THAT I| | TALK TO ME. 
Jer LULA IM LISTENING 
DION’T EVEN 7 MUS) 
Stet: a USIC 
UNDERSTAND RIGHT NOW,” 
THE — I'D SAY... 


‘OH, JUST Ny, > yen tr 
OSAMU DAZAL "O Lonn,.. ff -—— Lg 
YOU WANT TO _ GER f. TIMES 
BORROW IT?” | | C rpracticep A\| WHEN L 
SIMULATION... || VST ATE 
FOR WHEN ALONE 
: SOMEONE AND 
ff] WOULD READ... 
THAD IN ff | EVENTUALLY 
[T DOWN | m~\C\NT A ASK, “WHAT 
PERFECTLY. | fta\\w ARE YOU 
READING?” 


"| AND SOID 
$) | UUST MAKE 
—| REASONS TO 

“| REMAIN 
ALONE... 


THAT I HAD aie 
FRANTICALLY if 
BUILT UPA | 
“SHELTER” | 
EACH AND | 
EVERY DAY. | _ 





e . 
: ‘J 









“AH We 

> > WONDER. HOW 
MAN Y DAYS 
"$3 VE WAST ED... 
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PICK UP! 





fF) YELLING 
poe) AT ME FIRST © 
5) THING IN THE | 
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LTS JUST 
ANOTHER... 


THE ONE THING 
THAT YOU WANNA 
DO THAT NO ONE 

ELSE CAN DO! 









IVE eae // 7! ne THY 
a we 7 AIM SURE | LIKE THAT | 
ALREADY Vee | YOULL FIND | TO BEGIN | 


GIVEN UP. (TONE DAY... | WYTH...? 


et 
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tg SA eee rene ORR 
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DO YOU HAVE | 
A NOVEL OR 
SOMETHING 

| ‘YOU COULD 
RECOMMEND? 





I'VE BEEN 
REALLY 

CAPTIVATED 

BY DIFFERENT /\\/ 

TYPES OF = |, 

PRINT LATELY. / j 

“\ iii’ ft 


Vf 


WHAT WAS | 
ITCALLED | 
AGAIN... 2 








YOU REALIZE 
YOURE THE 
ONLY ONE WHO 
HASN’T HANDED 
IN THEIR CAREER 
ASPIRATIONS SHEET 
YET, RIGHT? 
















































YOU HAVE 

THERE = \ <<) | ANYTHING 

HAS 70 BE |) Lee TD | | vou WANNA 

SOMETHING. fl oe po? 

LIKE, WHAT DO 
YOU WANT TO 
A DO? WHO DO 
..NOTHING “A YOU WANT TO 





REALLY. B~//) BECOME? 





| 





[S GOING TO FALL... AND 
LAND STRAIGHT UP? 


| WHOOOA! — 
» KUZUSHIRO! 


{ THAT! IT's | 
| STANDING | 
| STRAIGHT | 


HEY; 
KUZU- 
SHIRO? 





SOMETHING'S... OFF. 








50 
BASICALLY... 17'S 
WHEN AFTER 
SOMETHING 
HAPFENS, YOU 
THINK, “THIS r am hicy 
ALREADY eee | CGET THIS 
HAPPENED. ri brat : LID OFF... 











BUT... I 
ALREADY KNEW | 
THAT THE PEN | 
WOULD FALL 
ANP STAB THE 
































FLOOR, ——7/\ 
ALLOWING IT — 
TO STAND | a8 
STRAIGHT UP... REALISTICALLY i 
—Th| FEELING THAT ONE | 7 


ae A 







HAS EXPERIENCED 
L SOMETHING 
| SOMEWHERE 
BEFORE DESPITE Teen iis Pete 
NOT ACTUALLY | SOMEWHERE fat 
EXPERIENCING [MA BEFORE? 
IT BEFORE.. | 






lam SA\KEEEE!! 





MAR, HEAD BACK 
© RB) TOGETHER! , 





YI*T7ELKULTEM 





HOW'D ‘YOU 
KNOW THAT 





| WHETHER 
wy) ITS DEA 


ALREADY 


| EXPERIENCED |= 
“TODAY” ONCE | 
BEFORE! 





AND THEN 
THAT WILL 
HAPFEN... 


wy 
a 
- = 
Rs 
~ 
ay 


| HAPPENED 
AFTER THAT... 





BEEN 
A TRULY 
BORING 
PERSON 
WITHOUT 
ANY DREAMS 
OR WORTH. 


IVE 
WITHOUT | s fF \ BEEN DOING 
FEELING 1. aN NOTHING 
WARMTH, . , S MORE THAN 
OR EVEN . | WASTING 
COLONESS... \ EACH AND 
SIMPLY Ah, No Ug | EVERY DAY. 
EXISTING. 7 





YOU GAVE 

THIS TO ME 
DESPITE | 
MYSELF, 

GOD. 








Ge me THE CHANCE | 
: = itl JO CHANGE 
|| THE FUTURE. 
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Yj Vif 














SAIKEM 





WE'RE 
TALKING 
ABOUT ‘YOUR & 
CAREER 
CHOICES 







| YOU'VE BEEN 

SPACING OUT 
ALL DAY 
TODAY... 





YOURE 


NX | WEIRD, | 
\\\\ | SAIKE! 


TODAY... 
[S THE 
DAY YOU 


4 BACK THEN, |" 


| MIKAN WAS | 
ee | DeFITELY | 













BUT THEN 
gti, | A MIRACLE 
. \y HAPPENED. 
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1 | 
7 & | Lt 
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KNOW 
| EXACTLY HOW 
EVERYTHING \~ 

WILL HAPPEN |e 
LATER TODAY. 



















LM ABLE 
TO REDO 
THIS DAY. 


’ : 
a 
| | | 
| | 
Tet) Bae 
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wag AND DE..| 





















MEANS I CAN | 
SOMEHOW — 

AVOID” THAT 
OUTCOME, 

RIGHT!? 


ly NAGITSUCHIYO |_| & 

| CALLED YoU [3 Giby 
OUT TO TALK 

ABOUT IT 

TODAY, RIGHT? 


| HAVE YOU 
OBVIOUSLY! DECIDED, 


MIKAN? 


THERE ISNT 

ANYTHING I | 

ESPECIALLY | 
WANNA 





BECAUSE 
I LOVE 
DRAWING! 





RIGAT! 
AFTER THIS, 
MIRKAN WILL 
SAY, “LETS 
GO 10 
MOGURA 


POND?” 






























I’M GOING 
TO USE MY 
ARTISTIC 
STRENGTHS 

TO GET INTO 
KURIYAMA | 
HIGH! 


THAT PLACE 
HAS A PRETTY 


rm SORRY AS gy =G~ VALUE WHEN IT 
EN ~ : COMES TO 
FOR tye B =e YOWRE KIND GRADES... 
eS OF SLOW, SO 
I WONDER IF 
YOU'LL BE 
OKAY... 






I 
7  SONO 
VA MATTER HOW |4 \Y 

HARD IT IS, | 


PLU DO MY | 
BEST! \ 
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be tl = 
| tell re . : : = ; 
T . z. ‘a 
- = at 
: fo FF — 
“ 


“YOU KNOW, _ | | A LONG TIME 
— WHAT, = _ AGO, TWAS 
“= THOUGH? . « * DROWNING __ 

IN THIS — © 









(rane vougyp E> EMV Za SY Ou 
le WANNA DOM Bc SURE) | Md » \ SAVED. ME, 













Baan as 





— Lf THINK 
as MIKAN 
—-— | INWTED ME 
Saas 870 MOGURA 





ica al 








meee 
9s - 
Pit 7 a 











SE a il 





ai 
Low 


Pee I 
7 i | Ce ee eo 
ea i Ce ea! fF 
FoF 6 = = At ee 


TO GIVE ME 
ENCOUR- 


& 
t 











THAT'S 
(TH 







THERE WAS 
SOMETHING | 
YOU WANTED 
TO TELL ME 












pte & © 





THERE’S 
GOTTA BE c’Mown! 
SOMETHING, 






RIGHT? 






—_~ A\-| IF I JUST HEAR 
ye. / | HER OUT NOW 
® Na, RATHER THAN 
aw LATER, THERE 


WON’T BE ANY | 


$0 NEED FOR US| 
WE CAN | 


TO GO 70 THE 
POND! 





FINISH | 
THIS! | 















WAIT 












ABSO- WAIT... 
LUTELY NOT! Mesa 
|| NOTHING HAS TO BE 
AT ALL! SOMETHING 
YOU WANT 
TO TALK 








OH, JUST 
SHUT UPI! 
| TOLD YOU 
saat THERE'S 
==} NOTHING, SO 
~  \ THERE'S 
NOTHING AS 


IF I PONT HEAR 


SAY NOW, THEN 


SHE'S GOING TO | TALK ABOUT 
| if | “THAT?” 


SAY WE SHOULD 
GO 70 MOGUEA 


| APPARENTLY 
PREZ SAW 
SOMETHING | 
WEIRD DOWN | 
AT MOGURA | 
POND DOWN | 
THE THIRD 











THAT WAS 
THE WHOLE 
REASON SHE 
ASKED ME TO 
WALK HOME 
WITH HER, 
WASNT /T/? 




















WHY 
WHAT SHE HAS TO F | WON'T MIKAN 


THERE... 
THERE IS, 


| ISN'T THERES? 
— WHAT IS ITI? 

































T DON’T 
| LIKE IT WHEN 
| YOU'RE LIKE 
_ THIS, SAIKE. | 







| SO MIKAN 
WON'T DIE... 
RIGHT? 







UP GOING TO 
THE POND, | 











MAYBE 
|] EVEN THE F >. 
|] WEIRDEST IN |) 



















FOR THE 
FIRST TIME 
IN MY LIFE, I | | 
FELT LIKE I | 
SO THERE HAD SOME 
















GOD 


WAS A BIT OF mail sit PROBABLY 
| meanine mv ROLE”) | DECIDED TO 
THROW ME 


| BORN, HUH... 
| A BONE. 


AFTER ALL, [T'S 
NOT L/KE I°VE 
GOT ANYTHING 
GOING FOR 
MYSELF. 


STARTING 
TOMOR- 
I GET TO ROW, 
HAVE AN 
UNEVENTFUL 
LIFE AGAIN. 








J40 2a 


oaks faa 








WALKING ON 
THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE 















WHAT'S WITH 
\ | } YOU, MAN? YOU 
OBVIOUSLY TWO | BOUGHT THREE 
OF THOSE ARE -Oe"\ OF THE SAME 
_| FOR US, RIGHT? || 


SEE! HE'S \- 


A TOTAL |- 


UM, ONE’S FOR 
APPRECIATION, 
ssh ONE'S FOR || 
_ \\ PRESERVATION... 





i WE’RE si: \ \\ > THERE 
_(@ FOREIGNERS, F/| / 2B ;/3 y | SOMETHING 
SO WE DIDN’T BASA y ot , SONY YOU WANNA 
UNDERSTAND Pea | \ 










OOH, THIS 
= IS KINDA 
\ » COOL, BRO. 













YOU'VE GOT 
THIS SHINY 
METAL BADGE 


THE “WAR 
| ¢ GOD CIRCUS" 
) PREMIUM KEY 





















Nc KIeEVE HOLDER... 7 
ae a 





TO ‘YOU AND 
ALL THAT. , 








_7IM, AND 
2 I DON’T 
\ 5 CARE! 










I MEAN, 
EVEN IF I 
WERE TO | A Se \\ 
tne SN, SRY See \ | 275207 
THERE, WHAT Mi See \y NOTHING 
WOULD | , NS Bea ON | Too 
\ | \ — WITH ME. 










| I’D JUST END 
UP MAKING }\\| 
| THINGS WORSE \ (1 
FOR HIM. 








“Td SOMEONE'S 


THERE'S SO BOUND TO 


MANY OTHER 
PEOPLE HERE 
ALREADY... 


SOMEONE ELSE... 









‘AFTER ALL, 





N | eM SUCH A 


SOMEONE | 
ELSE Wil DO [77 WORTHLESS | 
SOMETHING GUY. wins. 
ABOUT IT". ty 
mS, 








| EVEN BEING 































: EVIL” (S| 
| SOMETHING 
| WHETHER | ‘ 
| I'M “GOOD” & I’M DOING 
OR “EVIL” { HAL F- 
DOESN'T ta ASSEDLY! TE THAT'S 












= 1M HOowrM 
= \ GONNA BE, 
\ THEN I HAVE 
: 7O STOP 
| FEELING 
be \ GUILTY 
y N ABOUT IT! 









I JUST 










HAVE TO BE A 

PERSON WHO a 

ACTS ON “HIS A“ | 

OWN HONEST at 
: FEELINGS!” A 





IF I'M NOT 
GOING TO DO 
ANYTHING, 









1A THEN TI SHOULD | 


4, = BE MORE 
| PROUD OF ITH 








AS SOON AS 
SOMETHING GETS 
TROUBLESOME, I 





2} 


22 


LIFE WOULD 
PROBABLY BE 
SO EASY IF I 


COULD JUST 
LIVE THE WAY 
ft PGEL ss 









BUT IT'S 
OKAY. 







t\¢ | DID A GooD 
MB 06D FoR 





Be SINCE I 
MANAGED 





“Shey | 


“| OF OTHER PEOPLE | 













AcowARD |\\% 
LIKE ME WOULD 
NEVER BE OKAY 
WITH MEDDLING 


IN THE AFFAIRS 








AND GETTING 
INVOLVED WITH 
THEM. 








| LIGHT SAYS 
GO.” 
















I DON’T NEED 
TO THINK 
ANYMORE... 

JUST TO WALK 

UNTIL I REACH 

























oan | BE Kan HARATCHT 


YOU AND | 









| IDID HAVE F 
SOMETHING | 
IT WANTED TO 
TALK TO YOU | 
ABOUT. 


BUT | 
rind za | WHAT'S 


WAS T00 a a | 
CMBAR- Al Z| 4 Hs |, 


 RASSED TO 
SAY IT TO 


A | YOUK FACE! 


| WANTED 
yf) TO TELL YOU 
“| SOMETHING, 
| SAIKE. 












CAN YOU 
COME OVER 
HERE, SAIKE? a 


So: 


CALL ENDED 
TIME 
31 SECONDS 





wl'L BE 


— ~ 
ae 
| HEY 


WHY... 
ARE YOu 
THERE...f 








| SHOULD 
Y 


| 4 BE OVER! \7 


ALREADY | AU) \ 
MIKANY! HI) 











ol | 
5 1a 


Yas 5 


hahiols t 





AOW MUCH 
TIME UNTil 
MIKAN GETS 
ANT...f7 




















NO MATTER HOW 
| LONG WE S/T AND MIKAN... 
WATCA, I PONT ITS ALMOST 
THINK THAT 5.30... 
KAPFAS GONNA 


SHOW UP. 


THAT'S 
RIGHT! IT 


| ee 
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ol = 
- 
= 
= 
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: 








IT IS 









aes) [AMO | 
mcase cap) | 77" 
STRAIGHT 









| NOT AFTER | 
1 IT CAME || 
BACK. 









K 
C 
Z 
NG b 

/ 

M 
e, 

o, 








= " P : ol 7 5 s : / ” : , ' 
. i. a aa mc | i | 
= af " a F ~~ al - 








BUT I'M SO | 














et tag tk 
; aa “ 7 Bet 


tear eee hate or an 
oy te ty i, il 


TPE 





a art, a an Wr eh tc 
a iy | a } a ri rai ae 
pi t i oe rinse eee 


WAITED SO 
LONG FOR 
YOU THAT 
MY THROAT 
GOT DRY 





aes 


ao 


UPC Cre? 


=m] 


Greear & 


<7 











I 
HAVE NO 








WHY | 
| DID YOU \x 
| CHOOSE 
ME? | 








I’M JUST A 
\.| GERM! A GERM 
THAT HAPPENED \*| WE 
TO BE HERE AT \\ ih 
THIS PLACE ON 
THIS DAY! 











THERE ARE 

| PLENTY OF 

| OTHERS WHO if 

COULD HAVE \f 

COME BACK, [14 
RIGHT? 


SOMEONE 
ANA; °7/\| | ME, WHO COULD || |} |; 
= NAS 11 || ACTUALLY SAVE | \)h\- 





i FELL 
INTO 
MOGURA 
POND... 


I DROWNED, | 


ANP 
eee | THEN WHAT | 


HAPFENED ? 












AND THEN I | 
WOKE UP ANP | 
[TWAS THIS | 
MORNING... 











THERE'S 


| No suc | rin | | aeecas A 
THING AS A iy | | sy WHAT THE 











VG # HAS | HECK AM I 
MIRACLE SOMETHING THINKING? 
BUN MY HEAD 






BROKEN? F=@=r" 





dyes 










I DON’T 
| HAVE ANY |, 


THAT PROOF.. | 
DROWNING jp TORS Ry 
MAKE ME i . 
‘RETURN, ” 





DO LI? 





ICAN | 
SAVE MIKAN, | 


THEN.../ 





; ‘ —i s —— = ——? ig i | 
Titiititititlitts 
, gat 
pt-2-t-8 2p pe te ee ee ns a 








THE BIG 
"M STILL DEAL, SAIKE? | 
| GETTING IT’S CRAZY | i/ 
READY, AND EARLY! «= /// 
MYHAIRIS J \Se. 
GOINGTO f°, =~ 
TAKE A 
WHILE. 














HEAD BACK 
TOGETHER! 


i : Fa Foe 
" a. © gol a 
sete ria tt 
a: > . 


Sane “piety Fe 
reaytitys 


te 
arr Rae 


ry 
et a 
F ity Wh” 
ea 
= 





wy 





SORRY BUT 
I'VE GOT 
| SOMEWHERE TO 
GO TODAY. 


JUST GO 
HOME ON 
YOUR OWN. 


| ru trear \ AM » wars + CMON, 
| MCBURGERS? | a yn ¥Ay/ ~ LITTLE BIT? 
— \ RE WHAT'S 


more | | . | ie / 
IMPORTANTLY, | - , ViP ae fy {LITTLE 

I'D WATCH 3 PRS Detour 

OUT FOR , Lt | ML /Ne\ GONNA 

THAT GUST. , | AS\\~ XN \ HURT? , 





THIS, THE | 
> TWO OF 
| | Be) US Wilke 
AND THERE, | \\ eee |) GOTO 
MIKAN Will | a a /  —tOt~S«CUICBARGER'S 
BE AIT BY’ 
A TRUCK 
AND DIE. 





THEN THE 
CONVERSATION 
WEE LEAD TO | 

A TRIP TO 
MOGUAA PONE, | 


THE BAP 
ENDING. 





SOIL 1. awe ) 
CHOOSE THE , , | =a THAT 
ROUTE WHERE Y dtp? sy a hid y ROUTE IS 
WE DON’T YY ig NO GOOD, 


GO HOME 
TOGETHER.” 





I WON’T LET MIKAN DIE AGAIN! 





HEY, 


0 YOU 
HAVE A 
SB Minure? 





SAIKE? | Fo): 













YOU 
REMEM- | 


BER? 
IT’S WHERE 
WE USED 
TO CATCH 





| 100% CERTAIN | » & 
OF IS THAT IFT 
JUMP IN THERE, 


YKNOW, 
YOURE 
PRETTY 
AMAZING, 
SAIKE. 


mE 1 / 


8 











CLT TTT TTT | 
a ne Celi ae eal > 









| HEAD BACK | 
\ TOGETHER! | 





























FOR SOME 
REASON, MIKAN 
WILE GO TO 
MOGURA POND, 


\\” sorry, | 
| MIKANE | 














: 'M AT yp coy Binet aay 
Soe «6©0©MOGURA eee eerie 
: oe © POND RIGHT Foe a 
BONS, NOW. > st a itt 


| re 






HURTS, BUT 

; COULD YOU 

SO, COME OVER 
SQ, \\ HERE? 








EVEN WHEN 
I GO HOME 
ALONE, MIKAN 
STILE COMES 
TO THE POND. 


HEEEEY! 


a 2 L/ Pa, | 
|) ae me |) COLET’S Af dy) 
eae TOGETHER! | . PA / 














HAVE YOU 
DECIDED, 
MIKAN? 


















L JUST 
HAVE TO 
TAKE THE 

‘GO HOME 

WITH HER” 

ROUTE, 








AND STALL 
UNTIL HER 

“TIME OF 
DEATH" AT 





EVEN IF I GO 
HOME ALONE, }ipeei = 
MIKAN WILL GO cee hier: 
TO THE POND... PRRs a 


a 
a oe 









DO YOU APPARENTLY | 
HAVE A \somenine | 
FAVORITE heel 


SINGER, 





oa IW 
sani > 


i a ri i 


P 


A SINGER! | 


Y'KNOW, | 
SOMEONE |_(: 
A WHO 





| S-I-N- SINGS? }& 
| G-E-R!! 


SS NON) (BRNO Kwow more 
\ VB OW ARAN 48 0UT You, 
MIKANY 


seseeeeeaee 


sap) LES 
MnO 


7] AND Your 
FAVORITE 

| KINDOF | 
| RAMEN 1S? 





“| T ANTICIPATED 
| TAVS... BUT 

ILL HAVE TO 

USE MY NEXT 
MOVE NOW, 
OR ELSE.../ 











I WANT TO 
KNOW MORE | 
ABOUT YOU, 
MIKAN!! 





WHAT'S 
AIS DEAL, 
SERIOUSLY... | 
















, AH’ M- 
MAT A MIKAN 


DENCE! | 


in | \. -rk™ ) 
j i = fi — , ‘ = 
| | | af Hol f 4 : F 
VG ? ail Fd 
{ ti : ‘a a _ 5 
a ; a = —_ 
| / | | 
} | . z I | # a 
i | f 
ap i i \ j 

\ J 

U Ni 
\ I 


wed A 
~,, COINCIDENCE...2 J / 


ie ; wo } PROMISE? 
th | , 








BUT LOOK 
AT THIS/! 





SY WELL, TID | 
YO SORTA REMEMBER }'© 
AS} SOMETHING FROM K~ 
OYS\ ALONG TIME AGO [s 
\ AND CAME HERE... [| | 


| i) | ‘Pin. | 


T GUESS 
GOING TO THE Ki) | 
POND TODAY, | 

IS THERE? | A 









| IM THE ONE VO 
WHO DID IT, 
Jb THOUGH! 


GOOD THING 

| IVE GOT MY | 
HANDY- 

DANDY WIRE 









| =e g 
aa Hi 


XS 


aa 3 
4 — 
a 


STOP IT! 





Y¢A7,ELKULTEM 





I FAILED 
AGAIN. 





—— a “SPILL JUICE ON HER | 

, VUICE ON HER, = y™ O SHE'LL HAVE TO 

THEN WAIT OUTSIDE . ye pits i 
HER HOUSE.” : 


| SHE LEFT THROUGH THE he 
»\ || BACK DOOR AND WENT | SA Bg | SHE WENT HOME TO 
Ss | 70 THE POND. I FAILED. Tee CHANGE, THEN TO 
} | We PN) THE POND. I FAILED 


F glk 
ra 


SS 


HER GETTING AIT BY THE Voce “TIE HER UP WITH TOY 
TRUCK, E@UIP HER WITH |e HANDCUFFS.” 
PROTECTIVE GEAR.” asetares 


( 


| I FAILED. Sf CALLED. I FAILED. 


THE POLICE WERE 



















eye WHY 
CAN’T 
L SAVE 
HER... ? 


EVERYTHING! | 








HM? YOU'RE © 


MIKAN... 






AWFULLY icq 
SERIOUS, CAREFULLY 
TO WHAT I'M 

ABOUT TO 






TELL YOU. 
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Pr) 


Oa X | | PARFUME’S 
~——— || GONNA BE ON 

| M-STAGE WN 
TONIGHT! f a 


Foal (ipl, 









oe 
a 
= 





| 










hs 
I NEED YOU ‘fw 
TO TAKE ME 
4 SERIOUSLY. FF 





eae ee 


NG, SAIKE... 


Ow 

tr 
= 
ne 
ak 
—- 

a. 
=a 


1 SAY 








| WHAT IS 

| /T YOU 

| WANT ME \~ 
TO DO? — 


KUZUSHIRO. YOU 

REALIZE YOU'RE 
THE ONLY ONE WHO 

HASN’*T HANDED 

C’MON, IN THEIR CAREER 
THERE ASPIRATIONS SHEET 


SOMETHING... 


LIKE, WHAT 
DO YOU 
WANT TO 

DO? 


WHO DO YOU 
WANT TO 
BECOME? 










EVEN IF IT’S JUST 


YOU ONLY 
SHOU DIENDS GET TO.DO 
SOMETHING THAT. LIFE ONCE. 
COMPLETELY 
SNATCHES YOUR 


ATTENTION. , 


ONLY... ONCE...? 


Lo a 
-Le a 


pe ne Ft 





TO SAVE 


MIKAN...? | 








L[1L 
NEVER BE 
ABLE TO 
SAVE 
MIKAN... 


te . We KNOWING 
L STILL N THAT... 
DO /T...? ¥ : 








| NO MATIER 
| : HOW MANY 
NO MATTER | | A TIMES z : 
HOW MANY : | 
DIFFERENT THE CLOCK... 
PATHS I 
TAKE... 














SOMETHING 
| LIKE 

WHETHER 
| IGOTO | 
 MCGURGERS | 


rial = = 
IS SMALL ST oT” J} || a 
ENOUGH THAT |} “Zo || We ee 
IT CAN EASILY |. DIB | ee 
BE CHANGED. 











| IF SOMEONE | 
| WANTS TO 
CHANGE A 
PERSON'S 
| FATE SO THEY 
WON'T DIE... 








OF EQUAL Ie 
VALUE MUST \-’\ 

BE PAID IN | 
RETURN. 


AND THE ONLY 
THING THAT COULD 


BE FAIR TRADE FOR 
A PERSON'S LIFE... 


ANOTHER 


B COURSE... 





YOU LIKE YOUR 


LISTENING TO _HEAD- | LLM \ ] SAIKE! 
MUSIC ON. PHONES! [fmm] 4.//) |) )\ 
YOUR WAY ) 

TO SCHOOL, 

RIGHT2 


I DON'T 
NEED THOSE 
ANYMORE, 
MOM. 








DO YOU 
HAVEA FY 
‘OREAM ?” 


NOVELIST? 


YOU SHOULP DO 
YOUR BEST TO 
MAKE YOUR DREAM 
COME TRUE! 


I DON’T 
HAVE | 

ANYTHING 
LIKE THAT. | 
























I DID 
MANAGE 
| 70 FIND 
| SOMETHING | 
TO DO, 








THE ONE 
THING YOU - 
WANNA DO ~ 
THATNO ~ 







LM SURE 
YOULL 
FIND /7. 
ONE DAY... 















AND 
THAT'S 
TO SAVE 
MIKAN’S 
LIFE. 











AND I°VE 
SEEN IT 
—<q TIMES NOW... 


BUT WHEN I 
DROWN IN 
MOGUKA POND, 
TIME JUMPS 
BACK 70 THIS 


MORNING. 


MIKAN’S | 


LIKE FATE 
CANT BE 
e| CHANGED 
THAT EASILY. 


- - a | a = aa + 
my ee hee a Ce 
| 5) 2 - 
AL i : 
o a laa x 


LL PAY 
THIS FAIR 
TRADE. 


SO PLEASE, 
LET M/IKAN 
LIVE. 











£ COULDNT 


5.4] DO ANYTHING | 


TO STOP 
HER FATE. 


Al ed et al al al vs 





SOT 

“| TRADE MY 

LIFE FOR 
HERS... 


| 








'<) WITHOUT MY | 
By | HEADPHONES 
| . Oo Al 


NOW THAT 
I THINK 
ABOUT /T... 

THIS (S| 
THE FIRST | 








ike Luse every day. 


your father drives‘? 





oy like is very i a 


a 
3 ik if ver Eh io 






she wrote.’ 


WHAT WAS 
SO INTER- 
ESTING... 













id onl 
KE9. 7/ 





| ie 
‘ft 


= 


{7 


*BO0K: THE EDEN KNIGHT AND THE MAGICIAN. 


eH 


-guner) mo 


Ja 


| RECOMMEND? 












HAVE A NOVEL 
OR SOMETHING 
YOU COULD 








IT’S KINDA | 
INTERESTING. | 















YOU 
REALIZE 
YOU'RE THE 
ONLY ONE 


WHO HASN'T 
HANDED IN 
THEIR CAREER 
ASPIRATIONS 

SHEET ‘YET, 

. RIGHT? 


LIKE, WHAT 


DO YOU WANT | | =| 


TO DO? 





10 














OOH! 

50 THERE /S 

| SOMETHING! 
T FIGURED... 


Lod Sine 
ie fic tee 





CAB EE orice 





DON'T 
YOU HAVE 
ANYTHING 


C'MON, THERE | 
HAS TO BE | 
SOMETHING...| 








| WHERE I © 
CAN SAVE 
Me SOMEONE. 


ij 











| HEEEEY! | 
SAIKEEEE!! 


| HEAD BACK 
TOGETHER’! 





/S PROBABLY 
TO CREATE 
ANOTHER 

DEATH.” 


GIVES YOU 1 
THAT SORT OF 
REASONING. 


AND SHE 
SHOULD 
BE SAVEP. 


THE WAY’ 
TO SAVE 
MIKAN FROM 
‘DEATH ”... 


LTS LIKE HOW 
MULTIPLYING 
Sher “ha 


RIGHT BEFORE 
THE TRUCK 
HITS HER, £ 

JUST HAVE TO 

“SUBSTITUTE” 
MYSELF, 













MY 
FUTURE 
CAREER’? 

< 


















BUT AT THIS 
=~ | POINT, IT'S THE 
| ONLY THING | 
LEFT I CAN DO. | 





[| DPM GOING To 
PAUSE V¥@ @\)) | use my artistic 
cer borg LM ee | STRENGTHS TO GET 
TlLove ee // Sg SINTO KURIYAMA 

DRAWING! Cet (HGH YL 









| | BUT THAT 

YOU'LL 1) ano vknow, | | PLACE HAS A 
\ | BE FINE. U’M KINDA Btn 
| WHEN IT COMES 

a. * ‘| TO GRADES... 
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T KNOW 
YOU'LL GET 















. _ ACCEPTED 
BECAUSE ° 


THE SAKE\OF 
oat gato 
YOU LOVE: 







FLATTERY’S | 
NOT GONNA | 

GET ‘YOU | 
| ANYTHING 


FROM ME! | / || 














OUR CLUB THAT'S | 


A MAN SOMETHING 
WEIRD AT ! 
pea bet MOGURA POND, )) PRESIDENT RIGHT: 


RIGHT? 





WATER? 










og NY uow apout | 

| aa ‘ WE 60 TO 
| 2%) /—~_| MOGURA POND 
AND HAVE A 


— TVE HEARD | 
| THAT RUMOR | . 


OH, RIGHT! 
Y¥-YEAH! 







BEFORE WE DO 
TAKE A LITTLE | 
DETOURS |, 


















yom 5 
NY 0 —10re 
Ri erere— ie 7 


=| | THE POND’S IN 
THE OPPOSITE 
DIRECTION, 
\ RIGHT? 


WHAT 
ARE THOSE 
PEOPLE 
he OING? 
Ay aA ' 


WHAT’S 
WITH YOU, 
MAN? YOU 

BOUGHT 
THREE OF 
THE SAME 

BOOK!? 














DON'T COME | 
ANY CLOSER, | 








ard Ue 6 o 


‘OM ib 
















&11 dO YOU a y iS 
EVEN HAVE [IQ / wii / 


THAT..2 | a/ 











| DEEP DOWN, | Bore 
NEL) TROUBLE- 
T KNEW | Pe some 

, pS THINGS... | 


fi 


| —— } 


| BECAUSE T 
WAS AFRAID } 
| OF GETTING | 
CAUGHT UP 
IN THEM... Jw 


7 


hk J fi i iq P 
’ . om pene ge ge mga oa Pr r= i : ' 
‘fen era emi j 1 ae falas t eo oe P ets 
SRS esa ii Fedds bdehiehaegd | PFE | if 
ASS i. Be 7 Pa 
—= Sh em z a F itl | oa 
a 








I WAS JUST 
| WAITING FOR 
“SOMEONE | o 
ELSE TO TAKE 
CARE OF IT”... |. 





\ 


AP 
C4! 
“Ty : 
G 
Z 
Yj 
7, 
ld 


~ AN y 





70 stop | - ot ae 
| OYING TO | : 
MYSELE | GOING... 


re oa, 
vee eel 
lea Phat 
et rhe eee 
ERG BL Pet et 
U Geteoinls 


Utes 


FE 
if 


GOING TO 
CLENCH MY 
FISTS... 


By —— IF THIS IS fe 
7 SES | WHAT & 
(FTHIS © 5 S77) 2) DECIDED ON f* 
[SWHAT [| NOP RST--N MYSELE.. Ee 
ITHINK [rsa 
{ SHOULD 















4h \ THEN EVEN IF 
~ “\YOU BEAT THE / 
<x MEL WAS UP 
//) UNTIL NOW 
//’ SBNSELESS.. 












FIGHTING 
WITH THESE | 
THO FISTS” & 


















ANP 
TOMORROW 
WILL NEVER 

COME. 


THIS IS THE 
TODAY WHERE 
LLL TAKE MY 

SELF THAT I 

HATED SO 

MUCH... 





‘aia 
| ullya'y) 4 








I 7TSELLTOM 


THAT'S: 
WHEN YOU'RE 
- SUPPOSED TO | 
CALL THE = 
POLICE!! 


GOING TO |\ 
WAIT FOR 
SOMEONE 
ELSE TO 
| HELP ME | 
\ ANYMORE. /-— 


C'MON... 


YOU SAW HOW 
THOSE GUYS 


| JUST SNATCHED gu ® 


THAT GUY’S 
BOOKS AND 
STARTED 
READING 
WITHOUT 
PERMISSION... [- 












4 IF YOU 
. THINK THAT 
SOMETHING 
IS WRONG... 










UNTIL NOW, I’VE 













ALWAYS JUST YOU 
PRETENDED TO HAVE TO DO 
NOT SEE THE SOMETHING 
THINGS I WAS ABOUT IT, OR 
YOU'RE JUST 






DECEIVING | 
YOURSELF... 








GOT TIRED 
OF THAT 
PART OF 
MYSELF. 








I WONDER HOW 
LONG I WOULD 
HAVE GONE ON 
WASTING MY 
LIFE WITHOUT 
REALIZING 
ANYTHING... 


FOR 
THIS LAST 
TIME... 


REPEATED 
TODAY LIKE 
I HAVE... 


50 I 
FIGURED I 
MIGHT AS 
WELL TRY 
AND LOOK 

GOOD... 











Mm SOMEONE 
SAIP 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT 
TO ME 
BEFORE... 













“PUL vust , 
ATTACH IT 
TO YOUR 
THIS 
T IS THE 
I’M SURE “WAR GOD 
THE KEY cIRCUS" 
HOLDER PREMIUM 






_ OVERJOYED / Dy HOLDER! 







i= f i tiinthintini st & & 


LOOKS LIKE 
THE GUY WHO |. 
WALKS ON THE | 
POND ISN’T | 
HERE. 








Se 
th! a. & > i, | 
ba ti a 


; ———= = 
Sees 
a 
wea 5 
a fh 


LOOKS LIKE 

IT WAS JUST 
A RUMOR 

 APTER ALL... 


ITS 
ALMOST 
530...f 


TIME OF 
MIKAN'S 


Lh Pesrawh i ee 


= iL 2 emeet oe See os. 


NO MATIER 
WY a) HOW MANY 
artuis! BAG pene TIMES I 
Se srord REPEATED 
TODAY, I 
COULDNT 
CHANGE /7... 


SeT foo 




















SOMETHING |/ \\ tS SRO NR] ZO OVERTURN SOC 
EQUAL TO | }\\ A ab A Lo \ NSS THAT FATE, I NEED | 
A LIFE... VA ON NNSA SOMETHING OF 

V\\\\) S Se Hf ee M8) EQUAL VALUE 


BR MIKAN WiLL Vile 
BBE ABLE | 
We) TO ESCAPE 












SHOULDNT 
MIKAN BE 
STARTING THAT 
e) CONVERSATION 
RIGHT ABOUT 
NOW? 


\ Af 
VKNOW, \ 4 i : 
YOU'RE \ } 
PRETTY | 
=. AMAZING, | 
4 SAIKE. If Ys 




















MIKAN.. 
WAS THERE |) 
ANYTHING... }y 


YOU WANTED 
|| TO TALK TO 
ME ABOUT 
TODAY? 











BUT... IT’S 
| ALRIGHT. 


















| 


f DON’T 
THINK I 
HAVE TO 
SAY IT 
ANYMORE! 





ot ie “g wh ia by ie — 
THE: ONE SS | | 
ied  —— 











I REALLY... 
DON’T WANT 
TO DIE... 













LETS BUY 
SOME JUICE 







AH! 
I’M SO 
THIRSTY! | 


THIS IS 
| GOODBYE... | 














MIKAN'’S 
ALWAYS 


BEEN MY | 


FRIEND. 















AT 
THE END 
\\ | OF THIS 
))\ | LE THAT 
j| »| IWAS 

~| READY TO 
GIVE UP 
ON... 


i. . 
| tigi 





¢¢7EEULTEM 





i ‘a 
- ie mo i 7 
u a fad - 
s i 
ee / 
4 ie, Sen a 
= yy - _—— = a 


i - 
oe 
0 
SK 


THANK YOU. 
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i f ee : o=D 


BReear Surcer |\ 
—— 





LS THERE 
ANYONE 
LIKE THAT? 


| LF 
| THERE'S A 
SINGLE 
PERSON 


| SOMEONE [7 
WHO WOULD \ 


SHED TEARS 
FOR MY 
SAKE... 
































mr oS me 
Gs ia tes Ee he fr. grit firt Fee s 
i : a te | a 4 : , > 


te 
La 
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ae 





a 
. deme s saeege : ys 
i eMas eae ; a 









| Ae aee 


J sds 5. ml i 


apy (Bee * a bite 
Sy Pe ee 
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¢ STUPIDSTUPID 

STUPIDSTUPID 

STUPIOSTUPID 

) 4 STUPIDSTUPID 

7 | Stopwsturio | 

weap, STUPIDSTUPID | 

ih ? SUnDsTOPD 

| ADSLARAIY ial JILAPSL ADoser LAP. 
|SLAPTAPLcRNCAPS IMS | BPSLAPSLAPSLAPSLAPSLAPSLAP] 
SLAPSLAPSLAPSLAPSLAP dalam] ("&ENRLAPSLAPSLAPSLSLAPSLAPSLAP 


—s 








| STUPID... 


le i ll 















| IT’S GREAT THAT r +>. allthis 
| — | EVEN THE DRIVER | ye yan 
: . | DIDN’T GET HURT] | | 
TOO BADLY. | 

a 





TVE 
DECIDED! 









BUT SERIOUSLY... 
TO THINK THAT 
THE REFLECTING 
LIGHT FROM THE 
SETTING SUN 
WOULD SAVE ME... 
b 













| ALRIGHT... - 


ey 





ni 
ee ee 





es 
ae 


s 
ee 
a 


yt 















/ i MIKAN... 
YOu WHAT 
REALLY DON’T ARE You 
REMEMBER AT DOING? 
. | ALL, PO YOu. / 


/ 





aN 
a | 
7.) 


3 MAKES 
MADE THAT sense. 
| PROMISE 
| TEN YEARS 
4 AGO, AFTER PS 
VS\ au | 


PROMISE 
TEN YEARS 


SHE MENTIONEP 
SOMETHING LIKE 
THAT BEFORE... 












YOU 
JUMPED 
IN TO SAVE 







BUT A LONG 

















TIME AGO, 
IT ALMOST 
VEN |=. DROWNED IN | = 
| THOUGH YOU SS THIS POND. , 
COULDNT | ww. ge 
SWIM... js a ze — 
eis + ——_ 





oe | | 
| YOU'RE MY 
FRIEND... ~ 


rm. 


| | DON'T 
_) WANT YOU War rq 
TO DIE...! p\W4 LOY) 





WE'LL 
Fe, WRITE 
WE DID IT IN \| LETTERS 

| gente ag | ‘| TO OUR | | 

REMEMBER’? FIFTEEN- 
| vear-oLp | ATIME . 

\ TIME CAPSULE 
HERE! 











‘AND TODAY, 





“THEN LET’S | rp 
COME BACK 4, 
HERE ON THE. TIME 
CAPSULE... 


THAT DAY 
AND DIG 










AND IF 
WE’RE STILL 
FRIENDS... 


| ) WE USED 
THE COPPER WIRE 


MYSTERY TO KEEP IT 
I$ FINALLY \ SHUT, AFTER 


SOLVED. 








AND WHY 
SHE ALWAYS 


MATTER WHAT Ti 
ROUTE I TOOK... fj 


SHE CAME 
| HERE BECAUSE 
| THAT’S WHERE 
SHE BURIED 
THE TIME 
CAPSULE! 


WE'RE STILL 
FRIENDS... 


50 MIKAN 
THAT WE = THOUGHT 
WEREN’T I MEANT... 
FRIENDS 
ANYMORE. 





MER WHY MIKAN 
SNe eg CHOSE MOGURA 


“50 POND AS THE 
“aN PLACE TO CHEER 
“| MEON.. 


A THIS ISN’T 
J J, JUST A PLACE \~- 
WHERE WE 
MADE 
| MEMORIES... 


THATS 
WAY SAE 
WAS 
CAYING 


SHE THOUGHT 
L REMEMBERED 
THE PROMISE, 
BUT DION’T 


FF WANT TO GO TO 


MOGURA POND! 


























COMETO 2 
THINK OF IT, THIS & 
EXPLAINS WHY 
THE HECK SHE 
JUST HAPPENED 
TO HAVE THAT 






a 
“ee 
"y 
L 


* 


a 


“TO ME 
IN TEN 
YEARS... 












DID SAIKE | 
EVER LEARN 


HOW TO ah 
SWIM2” BNid , 
ae 
Nee a HAVE YOU 
.  \ BR Cotten | 
' ()1\ BETTER AT 
| DRAWING? 


AHAHAA... 
THATS A ES 
NO ON THAT @ 
SECOND ; 
ONE! 
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IN FACT, 
NOT JUST 
MIKAN... 


L WANT 
1O BEA 
HERO! 


I HAVE 70 BECOME 
STRONGER SO I 
CAN SAVE MIKAN 

WHENEVER SHE 
NEEDS IT! 


I WANT TO 

HELP THE 

WEAK AND 
CRUSH 
EVIL... 





KEN 
| ANIME . = 3 
| \ HEROY “28 =i 


THAT I | 
| HAD TO | 
) Keer on 


LIVING. 


‘LIVE... ° 


'e| soMETHING 
— | UP, SAIKE? 


“AND USE 
YOUR POWER 
TO KEEP 
PROTECTING 
THE WEAK.” 













\" 
: 
a 


IT’S | 








a 


y\ 





NOTHING. 


FROM Now ff 
ON, I'L BE 
A HERO, 







ILL BEA 
WHO HELPS HERO. 
THE WEAK AND 
CRUSHES EVIL... 
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™ THE DESIGN PROCESS OF SAIKE’S HEAD ~ 









ASYMMETRICAL HAIR. 
I WAS GOING FOR SOMETHING 
| YOU'D SEE IN THE MAIN 

CHARACTER OF A SERIES IN 
COROCOKO COMICS. 
} HE LOOKED WAY TOO COOL, 

50 IT WAS REJECTED. 













ASTRO BOY HAIR. 

T FIGURED IT WOULD 
PE REJECTED, AND IT WAS. 
I KINDA POPGEP A 
BULLET THERE THOUGH, 
SINCE I HAVE NO IDEA 
HOW TO PRAW IT FROM 
















SHUKIKEN HAIR. SOMETHING | 
TO GIVE AN APVENTURER FEEL. 

MAYBE HE COULP TAKE OFF 
THE CROSS BIT IN THE FRONT... | 
IT WAS REJECTEP. | 










CLOCK HAIR, 
I JUST WENT HAlk THAT MAKES 


WITH THE WHOLE | | HIM LOOK LIKE A 
“TIME” THEME. TAKE-CHARGE GUY. 
THE PLAN WAS HUH? THIS ONE’S 
FOR HIS HAIR TO | | OKAYI? 
MOVE AROUND BUT I DON’T LIKE 
HIS HEAP. TH 

REJECTED. 




















SEAWEEP HAIR. THE KINP OF GUY 
/WHO'D BE SCARED OF EVERYTHING. 
PON'T TELL ANYONE, PUT I : 
| BASICALLY JUST WENT WITH THE PESIGN 
OF KOMAEPA FROM PANGANRONPA Z. 














YOU HAVE TO GO THROUGH A 
LOT OF CHARACTER DESIGNS 
BEFORE YOU'RE DONE. WHAT'S — 
IMPORTANT ISN’T THAT IT 
LOOKS COOL, IT'S THAT IT 

FITS THE CHARACTER! THAT'S 
THE MAIN THING I LEARNED 

THIS TIME. A COOL SAIKE JUST 


=i hi <= 8 od of ei 







THESE ARE PRETTY 
CLOSE TO WHAT I ENPEP 
UP GOING WITH. THE 
PAGS UNPER HIS EYES 
ARE WHAT GOT ME THE OK. 
IT'S A SIMPLE DESIGN 
FOR A CALM GUY. 

YUP, THIS ONE’S THE 
™ BEST SAIKE. I PID ITT! 















TF MIKAN WERE LUCKIER... IF MIKAN WERE STRONGER... 


a ae oa 
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MIKAN’S TALENT 
4 


THE COLDEST DAY OF THE YEAR 
TENVEARSAGO J”) % || BAo a 






MIKAN LEARNED THE POGGY PADDLE! | 


WHILE FOOD WEAPON 


a) MIKAN Sy, SAN youve GOT 
< PLEASE... | | | 22\y A POWER 
Wan \ CeRK UP! VX <= Ag 700, DON’T 
| | , : YA? 


~ WHAT'S 
THE Bl¢ 
VEAL 
erring SAIKE 
READY, AND 
MY HAIR IS 
GOING TO 
TAKE A 


4 : \. 
a i | (oailll | 
— ann: t* rc im Filly a 


tf — 





IT REALLY DID TAKE A WHILE. 
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